
Composition Unit 5 Lesson 9 
Outlining 

Objectives 

• …organize your notes by 
putting them into an outline 

PA Standards/Anchors 

 1.4.8B  Write multi-paragraph  
informational pieces 

 1.5.8A Write with a clear focus, 
identifying topic, task and audience 

 1.5.8C Write with controlled and/or 
subtle organization 

 1.5.8F Use grade appropriate 
conventions of language when 
writing and editing 

Essential Question: 
How do I create an 

outline? 



Whiteboard Warm Up 
Have you ever used an outline to write an essay? What 
is the purpose? 



Quick Question…. 

 



What 3 Topics are you going to cover about your person? 

• Early Life  
• Find details about when and where they were born, 

how they were raised, what their family and childhood 
was like, etc. 

• What influenced or inspired them? 

• Accomplishments/Career 
• What is his/her “claim to fame”? What did they 

accomplish? How did they succeed? What problems did 
they overcome? 

• Lessons Learned 
• What personality traits did the person possess that 

made them great?  
• How can you apply those lessons to your life?  
• What makes this person someone to look up to?  

If you’re having trouble 
narrowing down the three 

topics on your own, 
please use these: 



What is an Outline? 

An outline is a roadmap to keep you from getting lost 
when you start to write. It's where you organize the 
questions you'll answer and the information and 
subtopics you'll cover in your paper. It's a tool to help 
you, not another assignment to check off the list. 



Oh, did you say 
map? 

Hey, this 
looks easy 
AND fun!! 



 



 



 



 

After you fill out details 
for the first idea, go 
back up and do the 

other two.  

Then go down for 
the conclusion 



 



 



 



 



Examples, 
Help with 
planning 
before 

formal one 
on the 

website! 
Check 

these out   



Time to write your own 
outline! 

If you have a lot of experience writing outlines and you know 
exactly what to do, you may create an outline however you want. 

 If you don’t feel very comfortable with outlines yet and want 
the simplest option, follow the directions presented on the 
previous slides. Use the handouts to help you organize your 
thoughts.  

 Go to this website to get started! 

 http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/
essaymap/ 

 



What’s next? 
Homework: Begin working on your 
outline. It is Due May 29th.  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/reso
urces/interactives/essaymap/ 

 

• Make sure you have completed all of the 
other parts of the project no later then 
May 29th. Visit the Writing Website to 
review any lessons or steps you missed.  

 

http://writinginspirationnook.weebly.com/r
esearch-writing.html 

 

 

 KWL Chart Due in 
Sapphire 5/15/15 

 Resource Chart Due 
in Sapphire 5/22/15 

 Note Taking Chart 
Due in Sapphire 

5/22/15 
 Thesis Statement 

Due in Sapphire 
5/29/15 
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